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January, 2018 

Mission:  Richard Henry Lee provides a safe and challenging environment in which all children can learn.  We 
strive to have our school community actively involved in empowering students to become lifelong-  
learners and productive members of society. 
 
Vision:  We have a safe and open environment for learning that encourages risk-taking among all students 
and staff.  We provide a rigorous environment that fosters diversity while encouraging students to be critical 
thinkers, communicators and problem solvers.  We collaborate to learn from each other and to strengthen  
relationships between families  and school.  We are all engaged in learning, staff and students alike, finding joy 
in its constant pursuit. 

 January 

1 School Closed 

9 

Parent Connect— 

7:45-8:30 AM 

PTA Meeting—7 PM 

13 
PTA Purse BINGO—1 PM 

Glen Burnie Elks 

15 
School Closed—Martin Luther 

King Jr. Birthday 

17 Chic-fil-A Night—5-9 PM 

29 Two-hour early dismissal 

30 
Two-hour early dismissal 

End of 2nd Marking Period 

31 School Closed 

  

 February 

1 
Beginning of 3rd Marking  

Period 

7 Two-hour early dismissal 

8 Report Card Distribution 

19 
School Closed—Presidents’ 

Day 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

Richard Henry Lee Elementary 

     Sincerely, 
     Lisa Koennel  
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The Counselor’s Corner 

As we say goodbye to 2017 and hello to 2018, talk to your child/children about what they accom-
plished in 2017 and what they would like to continue to work on in the upcoming year.  Help them 
to set goals for 2018.   
 
 
Respectfully Expressing Feelings 
 
Each day, our children experience many different feelings.  Sometimes, the feelings they  
experience are difficult for them to handle on their own.  Throughout the month of December, my 
school counseling lessons have focused on teaching students how to express their feelings in a 
safe and respectful manner.  Here are some suggestions from our lessons to review with your 
child/children over the winter break in order to help them work through some of those difficult feel-
ings.  

 
Encourage your child to communicate how they are feeling by using words and/or pictures. 
 
Reinforce the “I Message” at home. 

 
Ex: “I feel ________ when you ___________.  I need you to ___________. 
 
      “It bugs me when ___________.  I wish you would _____________. 

 
Model positive ways that you can handle various feelings, by taking deep breaths or by  
counting to ten. 
 
Set up a safe place at home where your child can go if they are feeling angry or sad. 
Encourage your child to express their emotions in a safe way. 
 
Have a safe holiday season!   
 

Mrs. Horn, School Counselor 
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We are so excited to offer a few reading incentives this winter.  The first is our  
Winter Break Literacy challenge.  Students were given a calendar to complete  
during winter break.  Be sure to return the calendar on January 2

nd
.  All students 

who return their calendars will be entered into a drawing for a free book.   
 
The second reading incentive is the county wide Read With Me challenge.  This  
social media challenge will take place from January 2

nd
 to February 2

nd
.  Please see 

the flyer in this newsletter for ideas.   
 
How the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge works: 

 
Take a picture reading to an elementary age child at home. 
Tweet the picture @RHLeeESAACPS and #AACPSReadWithMe. 
The schools with the most tweets will win prizes, books, and more! 
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               #AACPSReadWithMe  

 

Engaging School Readers – Tips for Families  

Family members are able to influence their children to become interested and 
skillful readers. Encouragement from parents, grandparents, guardians, and other 
adult role models helps students make improvement to becoming engaged,  

successful readers. 

Some suggestions on how families can support reading at home: 

 
Create a quiet, special place for your child to read. Keep books, magazines, and  
other reading materials available. 
 
Help your child see that reading is important. Set a good example by reading 
books, newspapers, and magazines. Talk about what you are reading. 
 
Join a family Book Club.  
 
Start a family book club in your own family. Invite others to “join.” 
 
Shared reading. You are never too old for a read aloud. Read to your child and/or  
ask your child to read to you. 
 
Be non-judgmental about the type of text your child chooses: cartoons,  
instructions for video games, fantasy, sports, or fashion magazines can be the key  
to unlocking a lifetime of reading pleasure. Reading skills will increase as interest  
develops. 

Provide access to magazines based on interests to encourage frequent reading. 
 
Visit bookstores, public and school libraries regularly to find materials for pleasure 
reading. 
 
Take the Tech/TV Turn-off challenge.  Turn the television, computers, smart  
phones, and other electronic devices off at least once a week and read as a family.  
 
Discuss what everyone is reading. 
 
Let your child see you reading directions to complete household tasks such as  
assembling items, recipes for cooking, etc. This will allow your child to see the  
connection of reading to real life. 
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Let your child see you reading directions to complete household tasks such as  
assembling items, recipes for cooking, etc. This will allow your child to see the  
connection of reading to real life. 
 
Encourage your child to read for 15 minutes before going to sleep each night. 
 
Take reading materials with you on the go. Encourage your child to read while  
riding in the car, waiting at the doctor’s office, passing time between activities. 
 
If your child has an assigned reading, try to read the same book so you can have  
meaningful discussions about the test. If your child is struggling to complete an  
assigned reading, try taking turns listening to him/her read, and reading aloud to  
your child, checking frequently for understanding. 
 
Encourage your child to re-read material to gain a better understanding.  This is 
particularly true for non-fiction material (textbook content) and material written  
above grade level. 
 
Write notes to your child - recognizing his/her accomplishments. A little praise can 
go a long way! 
 
Reward progress with a trip to the bookstore to select a special book. 
 
Consider purchasing or borrowing an electronic reader (i.e. Kindle, Nook, etc.).  
E-readers have become very popular and may entice your child to read more often. 
 
Read poetry and novels in verse. 
 
Emphasize the importance of reading as a life-long habit and encourage its  
frequent practice. 
 
Reading for 30 minutes daily can improve comprehension and increase  
achievement. 
 
Reading and discussing one article a week builds background knowledge which 
supports comprehension. 
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 #AACPSReadWithMe y #AACPSPowerUpRead 
  

Estimular la lectura en los niños en edad escolar  
• Sugerencias para las familias  

 
Los miembros de la familia tienen la capacidad de influir para que sus niños se interesen en la lectura y se 
conviertan en hábiles lectores. El apoyo de los padres, abuelos y de otros adultos de referencia ayuda a que 
los estudiantes se esfuercen en mejorar para llegar a ser dedicados y exitosos lectores.  
 

Algunas sugerencias de cómo las familias pueden fomentar la lectura en casa:  
  
Establezca un espacio tranquilo y especial donde su niño pueda leer. Tenga a mano libros, revistas y otros materiales 
de lectura.  
 
Ayude a que su niño entienda que leer es importante. Sea un buen ejemplo y lea libros, periódicos y revistas. Hable 
de lo que está leyendo.  
 
Participe en un club de lectura familiar.  
 
Inicie un club de libros en su propia familia. Invite a los demás a participar.  
 
Comparta su lectura. Nunca se es demasiado mayor para que le lean en voz alta. Lea a su niño y/o pídale que le lea a 
usted.  
 
No critique el tipo de texto que su niño ha escogido: caricaturas, instrucciones de un video juego, fantasía, revistas de 
deporte o moda; puede que sean lo que le despierte el amor por la lectura de por vida. Sus habilidades de lectura 
mejorarán a medida que desarrolla su interés.  
 
Procure acceso a revistas de su interés para animarle a que lea con frecuencia.  
 
Visite librerías y bibliotecas públicas o escolares asiduamente para obtener materiales para leer por placer.  
 
Proponga un desafío: apagar los aparatos tecnológicos/TV. Apague la televisión, computadores, teléfonos y todos los 
demás aparatos electrónicos al menos una vez por semana y lean en familia. Hablen de lo que cada uno está leyendo.  
 
Propicie que su niño le vea a usted leer las instrucciones de tareas domésticas tales como ensamblar las piezas de un 
objeto o mueble, leer recetas de cocina, etc. Esto le permitirá a su niño establecer la conexión entre lectura y vida 
real.  
 
Anime a que su niño lea durante 15 minutos antes de dormir cada noche.  
 
Lleve consigo materiales de lectura cuando salga de casa. Anime a su niño a que lea mientras va en el automóvil, cu-
ando espera en la consulta del médico, cuando tiene un rato entre actividad y actividad.  
 
Si su niño tiene que leer un libro en concreto, intente leer el mismo libro para así poder charlar con conocimiento 
sobre el texto. Si a su niño le está costando llevar a cabo una tarea de lectura, lean por turnos y en voz alta, 
asegurándose de que está comprendiendo lo que lee.  
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Anime a que su niño vuelva a leer el material leído para mejorar así la comprensión lectora. Esto es especial-
mente necesario en materiales de no ficción (libros de texto/manuales) y en materiales que están por encima 
del nivel del grado.  

Escriba notas a su niño en los que reconozca sus logros. ¡Un pequeño elogio va muy bien!  

Premie sus logros yendo a la librería a seleccionar un libro especial.  

Valore la opción de comprar o pedir prestado un dispositivo de lectura electrónico (por ejemplo: Kindle, Nook, 
etc.). Los libros electrónicos se han popularizado y puede que favorezcan que su niño lea más a menudo.  

Lea poesía y novelas en verso.  

Ponga énfasis en la importancia de que la lectura sea un hábito de por vida y favorezca que se practique 
frecuentemente.  

Leer durante 30 minutos al día puede mejorar la comprensión e incrementar el rendimiento.  

Leer y hablar de un artículo por semana desarrolla la obtención de conocimientos previos lo cual favorece la 
comprensión.  
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Nurse’s Note: 
 
We want students to be healthy and in school. However sometimes it is best to 

keep them at home to avoid spreading the illness to other students.  Please keep 

your child home if they have a temperature of 100° or more (before medicine), 

diarrhea, vomiting, or wake up with pink crusty eyes. In addition to these illness-

es your child will be sent home if they have an unusual rash that has not been 

diagnosed by a doctor.  

Students can come to school if they do not have a fever, even if they have a run-

ny nose, cough, or a sore throat that usually accompanies the common cold .  

Students can keep Chapstick in their backpacks but not cough drops. A written 

doctor’s order is required for all medicines including cough drops.  

Parents of young children, please keep a change of clothes in your child’s back-

pack in case of a bathroom accident, etc. 

You can reach Sue Wingard RN, the nurse for RHLES by calling 410-222-6435. 
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Please support Richard Henry Lee by signing up 

for A+ Rewards with Giant Food!!  Go to 

www.giantfood.com 

Richard Henry Lee News and Information: 
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RHLEE PTA NEWS! 

Our mission 

The overall purpose of PTA is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and 

empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.  We value collaboration, 

commitment, diversity, respect, and accountability.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
DINNER WITH SANTA:  Thank you to everyone that helped make our Dinner with Santa  

a success!!  If you attended, volunteered or donated to our raffle table we appreciate you!!!  

Seeing the smiles on the kids when Santa walked in is what it’s all about!!! 

 

BOX TOP LABELS: Have you been saving your Box Tops labels? (We hope so!) PLEASE 

SEND THEM IN TO SCHOOL!  For more information, please contact Missy Phillips at  

410-303-8059 or by email at mdp1231@gmail.com. 

 

DESIGNER PURSE BINGO:  Please join us on Saturday, January 13th, @1pm (doors open 

at noon) at the Glen Burnie Elks for our authentic Kate Spade/Coach/Michael Kors Bingo.  

The afternoon will feature 20 regular games (winners choose their prize!), raffles, special 

games, King Tut, and Lucky Loser. $22 in advance, $25 at the door.  Check our Facebook 

page for pictures of the purses.  A detailed flyer about tickets will be coming home this 

month! 

 

CALLING ALL SHUTTERBUGS: The Yearbook Committee would love pictures you have 

taken at school events.  If you have pictures from field trips, concerts, class parties, or  

anything else school-related, please forward them to rhleepta@gmail.com.   We do not need 

the names of the students photographed, but please include the grade level.  Be sure to ONLY  

include pictures that contain RHLEE students.  THANK YOU! 

 
 

mailto:mdp1231@gmail.com
mailto:rhleepta@gmail.com
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CHICK-FIL-A SPIRIT NIGHT:  Our next Spirit Night will take place on Wednesday,  

January 17th, 5-9pm, at the ChickFilA Quarterfield Crossing location.  It's a great reason not 

to cook for the evening!    You can dine-in, carry-out, or drive-thru….no matter which way 

you choose, please be sure to remind your cashier that you are there to support the fundraiser 

(that's how we get credit)!  The bottom of your receipt will indicate “spirit night,” which is 

confirmation that your order is counted into our fundraiser.   

 

NEXT PTA MEETING: Please join us on Tuesday, January 9th, 7-8PM in the school media 

center.  All parents are welcome to attend PTA meetings.  You do not have to be a  

member.  Let your voice be heard.  (*You must be a member to exercise voting privileges). 
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